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A large landmass that rises above the deep ocean ()

Ll U ST S Sle ity L1

Continent is a part of the earth's surface that forms one of the great
dry-land masses of the world. It usually has extensive plains or

plateaus and one or more mountain ranges, and is surrounded or

(18)

nearly surrounded by water.
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Technically, Europe is not a continent, but a peninsula of Asia. It is part

of what may be called the Eurasian continent, which has a total area of

@19)

about 54 million square kilometers.
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A continent is defined as a large continuous area of land. The vague

thing about these definitions is the word large. Why is Australia (about
7.7 million sq km or 3 million sq mi) regarded as a continent and
Greenland (about 2 million sq km, or 0.8 million sq mi) as an island?

..... Names, it seems, are sometimes arbitrary. Yet, through common

(r)

usage over the centuries, names become fixed in the language.
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